
Stromness Community Garden   

Annual General Meeting – February 17th 2019, 2.00pm at Stromness Community Centre  

Present – Member Trustees: Mary Scott, Antony Mottershead, Peter Long, Scott Sinclair, Jenny 
Mottershead 

Members:  Pete Higgins, Andrew Parkinson, Dan Lee, Jenny Taylor, Sarah Colon, Fiona Fleming 

Non-Members: Rachael & Isaac Milor, Anna Southall, Magnus  

1. Welcome  

Antony Mottershead (AM) welcomed members, trustees and new faces to the AGM and thanked 
everyone for attending. 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were received from Maggie Wheeler, Emmy Lutz, John Butterfield and John Foulis.   

3. Previous minutes   

Minutes of SCG AGM on February 18th 2018 were available and proposed by AM for acceptance. 
This was unanimously approved by members.  

4. Chair’s Annual Report  

AM, Chair, delivered a report outlining 2018’s achievements, highlighting the success of the growing 
season due to the good summer, negotiation of a new lease and planning permission for the site and 
continued efforts to manage the water supply. A grant of £1000 was successfully secured from 
Cooke Aquaculture. He thanked all members for their continued hard work on site and Ian Garman, 
John Foulis and Mary Scott for their work as Trustees.  AM’s full report is available to view on the 
SCG home page. 

5. Adoption of Annual Report  

AM proposed acceptance of the Annual Report - agreed unanimously by members present.   

6. Presentation of Accounts  

Since Ian Garman (IG), Treasurer, has stepped down AM confirmed that the annual accounts had 
been received from Scholes and submitted to OSCR.  AM circulated a summary of the current 
accounts noting the year’s income and expenditure and a total of £3299 to be carried forward. In 
addition, there is £200 to carry forward in petty cash.  He noted that the year’s outgoings were 
unusually high due to the planning application which was nearly £900 in total. Fixed annual 
expenditure (OHAL rent, insurance and auditing fees) was consistent with previous years. Income 
from fees and the Cooke grant means that SCG roughly broke even for the year and that all monies 
in the bank are unrestricted funds. AM noted that signatories had been updated before IG left but 
would be require updating again.  

7. Adoption of Accounts  

AM proposed adoption of the Accounts - agreed unanimously by members present.  

8. Appointment of Auditors/Independent Examiner 



AM proposed that AJB Scholes continue to audit the SCIO accounts, as we have been happy with 
their service to date. Retaining AJB Scholes was approved unanimously by members present. 

9. Election of Board of Trustees  

AM confirmed that IG and John Foulis (JF) had already stepped down and Mary Scott confirmed she 
would have to step down after 5 years as a trustee. Jenny Mottershead (JM) responded to a 
question from Andrew Parkinson (AP), confirming that members could stand as trustees again after 
12 months off. All 7 incumbent Trustees stood down from their posts, in accordance with the 
Stromness Community Garden constitution. Nine Trustees were duly appointed as follows -  

AP proposed AM for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

Scott Sinclair (SS) proposed AP for election; members unanimously approved.   

AM proposed Peter Long (PL) for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

AM proposed Fiona Fleming for election; members unanimously approved.  

AP proposed SS for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

DL proposed JM for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

AM proposed Emmy Lutz (EL) for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

JM proposed Maggie Wheeler for re-election; members unanimously approved.  

AM proposed Rachael Milor (RM) for election; members unanimously approved.  

Election of Officebearers  

The Trustees agreed to make appointments of office bearers immediately, with voting among 
the seven members now elected and present. AM confirmed that EL was happy to be elected in the 
role of Secretary in her absence.  

AP proposed AM as Chair; Trustees unanimously approved.  

AM proposed EL as Secretary; Trustees approved.  

AM proposed PL as Treasurer; Trustees approved.  

10. AOCB  

RM was able to share fantastic news that Orkney’s bid to host a permaculture course by the widely 
acclaimed expert Graham Bell had been successful and would run in August 2019 with SCG as the 
main host. RM is having an initial meeting in the coming week to start planning. The course will 
include other locations and gardens across Orkney. Approx. 30 participants in total can attend and 
fees are currently being decided. International interest is already forthcoming.  

AM discussed the need to look at plans for the site and development in the context of the new lease. 
RM said that these ideas could be brought forward into the course as an output is design for a real 
space.  

SS added that he was well on with the addition of new IBC’s to the new shed which should increase 
water storage considerably and is looking at options to draw water from nearby spring. 



Members discussed plots and AM agreed to confirm who wished to continue to have polytunnel 
plots for the year ahead. RM and DL talked of the pros and cons of polygraphs and other systems for 
increasing indoor growing space.   

DL mentioned the potential of willow chips from college for paths however members thought that 
there was a risk of willow growing everywhere.  

AM stated the ambition to hold more events on site this year to increase engagement and interest in 
the site. MS mentioned that Fiona Sanderson was happy to lead a clay oven workshop and RM said 
she had experience also. AM confirmed he’d been in touch with the RSPB about a bio-blitz at the 
site.  

JT confirmed that approx. 50 trees were due within the next 2 weeks and that we would need to find 
a day to plant them. AM agreed to fix a date. JT and members discussed using cardboard and other 
organic material rather than plastic as mulch mats for the trees.  

MS agreed that she would take over Matt Colemans old plot and SC was going to take a look at the 
spare plot planted by JF last year with a view to moving. DL confirmed the space below his plot was 
available.  

Window shutters for the end of the polytunnel will be finished to protect end plots in high wind.      

11. Closing remarks  

AM thanked everyone for attending and agreed to circulate the minutes and put forward dates for a 
meeting on site to discuss future plans and works for the year ahead, possibly tying in to tree 
planting.   

The meeting closed at 3.30pm.  

 


